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What were you asked over the last month?

‘Why is the moon broken?’ ‘Why do Pokémon evolve?’ ‘Why don’t birds get electrocuted when they sit on
wires?’ ‘Will Robert Browning be appearing at Poetry Live?’ ‘How will | know when I’'m grown?’ ‘Why does
the sun go into the sea at night?’

We are asked so many questions—some of them impossibly sweet and memorable—and, in this job, we ask a
great many too. According to The Guardian, teachers ask 400 questions per day. That’s 78,000 per academic
year. That’s 80 per lesson, or 1.3 questions a minute.

But who do we direct these questions at? And how do we phrase them to ensure the most developmental
thinking?

Questioning

Good learning starts with good questions, not good answers

Back in bleak November, the T&L working group met and discussed the challenges of questioning. We explored
both key elements; how to phrase questions and

techniques around selecting students and giving BLOOMS TAXONOMY
them time to respond.
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Discussing

Recall of information;

Discovery; Observation;
Listing; Locating; Naming

The crux of our discussion was we can both ask better questions and ask questions better. Turn to page 2 for
ideas on how to do this...
p What does it reveal / suggest about Scrooge’s character?

How does the writer’s choice of specific words or language create / convey / em-
phasise different ideas?

Can you make a link or cross-reference to another character or part of the novel,
and say what the writer is trying to reinforce or repeat?

How might this quote reveal what life/attitudes were like in Victorian times?

>

Jen Jerred shared her questioning iceberg to encourage deeper analysis in students’ responses
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(ask anyone on the T&L working group if unsure how to apply these)

Good questions allow students to think, are open, involve the
whole class, and cause good learning

Pose Pause Bounce Pounce

Il-lave a BIG QUESTION to be answered throughout or by the end of the
esson

Ensure a culture of everyone knowing they might be picked to answer
Allow thinking time

No hands up

Open questions... then another student develops further

Includes the whole class

Requires learners to think

Sit on hands

Think Pair Share

Odd one out questions

“What would you say if you did know?”
Pass ball

Safe climate to guess

Wait time

Group responses

Scaffolded questions

Snowballing answers

| Use of HOW rather than WHAT

Use of WHY rather than WHAT

| Continuum/ How far do you agree...
Students set the question
Problem-solving approach

Know your students
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Read something inspiring? Or heard about an education/ leadership book that you’d like to
read? If you'd be happy to write a short review for the next issue, let me know. There are a
selection of books in the staff library section of the LRC, or we may be able to order it in.
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